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On the first day of July, 1837, the town of Pontiac was surveyed and platted by Isaue Whicher, the first surveyor 
of Livingston county, for the proprietors of the land. These were Henry Weed, Luoins W. Young and Seth M: 
Young. Tt was surveyed from the southeast quarter of section 22 and part of the northeast quarter of the same section. 

This was done in accordance with an agreement with the county commissioners that if the proprietors of the 
land would donate the public square, the jail lot, construct a bridge across the Vermillion river, and put up a bond 
ot 83000 as security for the erection of a court house, the county seat would be located at this point. 

‘This was the starting point, and then and there the beautiful city of Pontiac was born. 

‘The court house which the Weeds and Youngs were to build for the county, was erected in due time, being 
completed in the year 1841 and occupied by the court for the first time July 23rd, 1842. 

Tho’ the building was but a modest affair, being simply a frame structure, 22 feet wide and 30 feet long and n 
story und в half in height, and tho’ much inferior to the 83,000 court honse that had been promised, it gave good 
satisfaction, It had a court room which was 22 by 20 feet, and a small jury room 10 feet square. 

Tt was the custom at that period for the lawyers to follow the judge in his cirenit from county to county, and in 
this modest court house the great Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas and David Davis had many a legal combat in their 
yonthful days, the memory of whieh long lingered in the minds of the first settlers of the town. 

This historical old building is now the property of the Streamer heirs, and still stands on Madison street, a few 
blocks enst of the square, 

‘The growth of the town and the development of the surronnding conntry was slow at first, for the reason that 
emigrants supposed that becanse the land was comparatively level, that the soil was not the best, and so passed us 
by to settle in a more rolling country. ? 

But time developed the fact that the level land was the best and that the soil in the townships surrounding 
Pontiac was practically inexhaustible, and it soon became known that Livingston connty was the garden county of 
the state. 


‘Then the tide of emigration turned and the town und connty have ever since experienced a steady, healthy 
growth, and land which at one time could be bought for five dollars an acre, now commands a hundred. 

‘The city ot Pontiac is now widely known as one of the most prosperous and beautiful in the great state of Ili- 
nois. It has three railronds, two coal mines in active operation and a good supply of water, and as a manufacturing 
point it presents nnriviled attraotions for tho investment of enpital. 

‘The citizens pride themselves greatly on the educational advantages possessed by the city. In addition to 
three commodions public school buildings, the township high school is located here with a corps of teachers that 
would do honor to avy western college. 

Those who desire to locate in a city where they can attend the chnrch of their choice would be hard to please it 
they cannot be nesommodated in Pontiac. ‘The Catholics һауе а йде church edifice and a large and wealthy follow- 
'Dhe Methodist church building is one of the best in Central Illinois, and the membership is large and entbus- 
» The Presbyterian charch edifice is an honor to the city, and is well filled by their membership and con- 
gregation, while the Baptist have lately come to the front and erected an elegant structure that is an architectural 
gem to accommodate their growing membership. The Episcopalians have a small but beautiful stone edifice and u 
refined, educated membership. The Scandinavian Lutherans have a commodious building and large congregation, 
The Christians or Disciples of Christ, have a good honse and a respectable following. The New Church people 
have a small organized society which for intelligence and zeal is second to none, while the Colored Methodist md. 
Colored Baptist both owa houses of worshi 

The Illinois State Reformatory (the pet institution of tha state) is located at this point. This institution ranks 
second in size in the Union. Tt annually spends over one hundred thousand dollars in building and other improv- 
ments, 

The business of the Pontiac Shoe Factory has increased to snch an extent that the company owning the same 
is now erecting another large factory which will give employment to several hundred additional hands. 

‘There is по city in the state that can offer better inducements to capitalists, or to those seeking educational 
advantages, or pleasant homes, than the city of Pontiac. 

Pontiac, TIL, August, 1895. O. Е. PEARRE. 
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
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